CITY OF _________________ NOTICE
ORDINANCE NO. ____________
VEHICLE LIMITED IDLING ORDINANCE
The City of _________________ ordains:
Section 1. That Title ___ of the Code of the City of _________________ be amended to add a
Chapter ___, which shall read as follows:
CHAPTER ___
LIMITED IDLING
0:000. – Title.
This chapter shall be known as the “Limited Idling Ordinance” of the City of _______________.
0:001. – Intent and Purpose.
(1) City Council has determined that the unnecessary operation of internal combustion engines
poses a number of public health concerns. In particular, airborne pollutants from engine
emissions cause or aggravate pulmonary diseases, including asthma, lung cancer, bronchitis,
acute respiratory infections, and emphysema. In addition to public health concerns, idling
engines also impose economic costs, including wasted energy, consumption of non-renewable
resources, and business and personal expenses for medical care and loss of productivity due
to pollution-related illness. Idling engines also reduce citizens’ quality of life due to noise, odor,
and air pollution.
(2) City Council has determined that unnecessary idling contributes to general environmental
degradation by emitting greenhouse gases, hydrocarbons, nitrogen oxides, and particulate
matter, and that City Council has determined that although technological refinements have
mitigated some of the adverse effects of internal combustion engines, their use continues to
increase and many older engines continue in service, offsetting many of the benefits of new
technology. City Council recognizes that activities within ________________ impact the
environment both locally and regionally.
(3) City Council is committed to eliminating air toxics, criteria pollutants and persistent
bioaccumulative toxins, as well as eliminating net greenhouse gas emissions and other
destabilizing climate impacts.
(4) It is the intent and purpose of this chapter to regulate the operation of internal combustion
engines within the City of _________________ in order to protect public health and the

environment, conserve energy and resources, promote economic efficiency, and improve
quality of life.
0:002. – Definitions.
For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings
described in this section:
(1) Commercial Vehicle shall have the same meaning as in the ______________ Motor
Vehicle Code, ____________________.
(2) Idle/Idling means to operate a Motor Vehicle’s internal combustion engine while the Motor
Vehicle is stationary.
(3) Motor Vehicle means any vehicle that is propelled by an internal combustion engine,
including but not limited to automobiles, motorcycles, buses, recreational vehicles, trucks,
tractors, earth moving equipment, hoists, cranes, boats and other watercraft, self-propelling
lawnmowers, and off-road vehicles. This definition of Motor Vehicle includes Commercial
Vehicles.
(4) Official Traffic Control Device means a sign, signal, marking, or device, placed or erected
by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating,
warning, or guiding traffic.
(5) Operator means a person who has actual control of an internal combustion engine.
0:003. Regulation of Motor Vehicle Idling
(1) No Operator of a Commercial Vehicle with a GVWR of greater than 10,000 pounds shall
cause or permit the Commercial Vehicle to Idle:
(a) for any period of time while the Commercial Vehicle is unoccupied; or
(b) for more than 5 minutes in any 60-minute period while the Commercial Vehicle is
occupied.
(2) No Operator of a Motor Vehicle with a GVWR of 10,000 pounds or less shall cause or
permit the Motor Vehicle to Idle within a posted “No Idling” zone designated by the City
Administrator:
(a) for any period of time while the Motor Vehicle is unoccupied; or
(b) for more than 3 minutes in any 60-minute period while the Motor Vehicle is occupied.

(3) Sections 0:003(1) and 0:003(2) shall not apply in any of the following circumstances:
(a) A Motor Vehicle is forced to remain stationary because of an official traffic control
device, direction of a law enforcement official, or traffic conditions beyond the Operator’s
control, including traffic congestion, railroad crossings, construction zones, security
checkpoints, and vehicle queues for drive- through goods and services;
(b) Idling is necessary to operate defrosters, heaters, air conditioners, or other equipment
to prevent a safety or health emergency for human or animal occupants;
(c) Idling is necessary to provide heat to an occupied Motor Vehicle when the outside
ambient temperature is below 32 degrees Fahrenheit and there is no accessible
temperature-controlled area within a reasonable distance; or Idling is necessary to provide
cooling within the cab of the vehicle if the outside temperature is more than 85 degrees
Fahrenheit and there is no accessible temperature- controlled area within a reasonable
distance;
(d) A Motor Vehicle designed to carry 16 or more passengers Idles to maintain comfortable
cabin temperatures while non-driver passengers are on board for up to 10 minutes before
a scheduled embarkation;
(e) Idling is necessary to power heaters or air conditioners to maintain the comfort of
vehicle occupants while waiting for assistance when a vehicle is immobilized due to
mechanical problems beyond the Operator’s immediate control;
(f) An emergency or law enforcement vehicle, including police, fire, ambulance, public
safety, and military vehicles, or any vehicle being used in an emergency capacity, Idles in
the course of or in preparation for its emergency or law enforcement duties;
(g) A licensed private security provider Idles a vehicle in the course of performing security
duties;
(h) An armored vehicle Idles while in the course of business;
(i) Idling is necessary to power auxiliary work equipment that is actively in use, including
cargo refrigeration units, waste collectors/compactors, lifts, winches, pumps, compressors,
drills, mixers, and safety and other construction equipment. Auxiliary work equipment does
not include equipment primarily intended for vehicle cabin comfort, such as air
conditioning, heating, radio, TV, or kitchen appliances;
(j) An occupied vehicle Idles primarily for purposes of air conditioning or heating during a
legally mandated rest or sleep period; where the vehicle has no functional alternative
power source, e.g. an auxiliary power unit or generator, and is not within 25 miles of a

parking facility with available truck stop electrification or shore power compatible with the
vehicle’s equipment;
(k) Idling is necessary for any maintenance, service, repair, inspection, research and
development, or diagnostics;
(l) An engine is operated in accordance with instructions from the manufacturer for proper
operation;
(m) Applicable federal, state or local law requires Idling.
0:004. Penalties
Each violation of this chapter shall be a civil infraction. The minimum fine for each violation of
this chapter by an Operator shall be $000. Where a responsible Operator is not immediately
apparent, there shall be a rebuttable presumption of responsibility on the part of the Person in
whose name the offending Motor Vehicle or engine is registered at the time of the violation.
0:005. – Effective Date
This Chapter shall be effective on ____________________.

